P

i &1 ) 2
BET o sonooL | Crnop @ Leverhuime
N AN

Welcome to the Final Newsletter of the Academic Year!

As another school year draws to a close, | want to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you to all of our
parents and carers. Your encouragement, trust and support have made a real difference throughout the year.
Education is at its very best when schools and families work together, and | am incredibly grateful for the
partnership we share. It has been a year of hard work, resilience and many successes, and | could not be
prouder of what our students have achieved. A small selection of this is in this newsletter.

| would also like to pay tribute to our dedicated staff. Every day they give their time, energy and expertise to
ensure that every young person is known, supported and challenged to achieve their very best. This year has
also reminded us that a school is so much more than a place of learning. Following the heartbreaking loss of
Noah, we witnessed extraordinary compassion, kindness and strength from our students, staff and families. The
way our community came together to support one another reflected our values and the best of who we are as
a community.

As we look ahead to September, | am delighted that Mr Walsh will be taking up the role of Head of School. Mr
Walsh is a respected leader who shares our values, our ambition and our unwavering belief in what our young
people can achieve. | know he will lead the school with dedication, integrity and a relentless focus on ensuring
every student has the opportunity to flourish.

Although Mr Walsh will be leading the day-to-day work of the school, | want to reassure you that | will continue
to be a regular and visible presence. | remain fully committed to our school and will continue to work closely
with Mr Walsh, our staff and our wider community to ensure we build on our successes and continue to go from
strength to strength. Thank you once again for your continued support, your kindness and your confidence in
our school. | wish you and your families a wonderful summer break, and | look forward to seeing what we can
achieve together in the year ahead.

Warm regards,

Mr P Roach

Inspiring the Next Generation of
Storytellers

We were delighted to welcome the brilliant author, Curtis
Jobling, for an inspiring and engaging Vvisit. Curtis
captivated our Year 7 students with a fascinating talk about
his journey to becoming a successful writer, sharing the
experiences, resilience and passion that helped him
achieve his dream. He also treated the audience to lively
readings from his books, bringing his stories and
characters to life.

Throughout the session, Curtis highlighted the importance
of reading widely and writing regularly, encouraging
students to develop their imagination, expand their
vocabulary and build confidence through storytelling.
Students also discovered the importance of careful plotting
before putting their new skills into practice by writing their
own intriguing and mysterious tales.

The visit was a fantastic opportunity to inspire a love of
reading and creative writing, reminding students that every
great story begins with an idea and that the more they read
and write, the stronger their own storytelling can become.
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Mathematicians Shine in the UK
Maths Trust Challenge

Our Year 7 students achieved an outstanding set of
results in this year's UK Maths Trust Challenge,
demonstrating their hard work, determination and
mathematical talent.

An impressive four students were awarded Gold
Certificates, seven received Silver Certificates and nine
achieved Bronze Certificates.

A special congratulations goes to Rory H, who achieved
the highest score in the school with an exceptional 106
points. Rory H and Max W also earned places in the
next round of the competition, an honour awarded to
only the top 10% of students nationwide. Stay tuned to
see how they got on in the next stage of the competition.

Leverhulme Games 2026 Brings
Our Trust Together

Throughout the academic year, students from across our
Trust have enjoyed a fantastic range of opportunities to
learn, collaborate and make a positive impact together.
Highlights have included our Trust-Wide Litter Pick and
Trust-Wide Environmental Project, where pupils from
Rivington and Blackrod High School, Harper Green
School and Lostock Primary School joined forces to care
for their local environment while building friendships
across our community.

To round off this year, we proudly hosted our first ever
Leverhulme Games 2026, an inspiring day packed with
challenge, creativity and teamwork. Students were
placed into mixed-school House teams, giving them the
chance to meet new people and work alongside peers
from across the Trust.

The day featured an exciting programme of activities,
including STEM and sustainability projects, alongside a
variety of team-building challenges designed to develop
confidence, resilience and collaboration. Throughout the
event, students embraced every opportunity to solve
problems, think creatively and support one another,
demonstrating the values that unite our Trust.

The Leverhulme Games provided a wonderful
opportunity for students to step outside their usual
school environment and celebrate what can be achieved
by working together. It was a fitting end to an academic
year filled with enriching experiences, shared learning
and a strong sense of community across our Trust.
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New Faces, New Friendships, New
Beginnings

Our 2026 Transition Day was a wonderful opportunity to
welcome our new students as they took their first steps
towards becoming part of the RBHS family.

Throughout the day, Year 6 students explored their new
school, found their way around our Lower School site, met
some of our fantastic students and members of our
dedicated staff, and enjoyed a range of exciting and
engaging activities designed to challenge and inspire
them.

It was fantastic to see everyone embrace the day with
such enthusiasm, curiosity, confidence, and courage.
New friendships began to form, and smiles filled the
school as students quickly started to feel at home within
our school community.

Transition Day was filled with excitement, confidence, and
new beginnings, and we are incredibly proud of how well
our new students approached this milestone. We hope
they enjoyed the experience as much as we enjoyed
welcoming them, and we look forward to seeing them
again in September as they begin the next exciting
chapter of their educational journey as valued members
of the RBHS family!

Reaching New Heights at
Rivington Pike

As part of their recent Drop Down Day, our Year 7 students
laced up their walking shoes and set off on a hike to
Rivington Pike. Blessed with glorious sunshine, the group
enjoyed a fantastic day exploring the great outdoors while
taking in the breathtaking views across the surrounding
countryside.

Along the way, students also discovered the rich history of
Rivington Pike, learning about its significance as a local
landmark and the stories that have shaped the area over
the years. The experience brought their surroundings to
life, combining outdoor adventure with an opportunity to
deepen their understanding of local heritage.

The hike provided an excellent opportunity for students to
challenge themselves, work together, and appreciate both
the natural beauty and historical importance of the area.
With plenty of smiles along the way, it was a day of
adventure, learning, and teamwork. Well done to all of our
Year 7 students for embracing the challenge and making
the most of the experience!
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The Sound of Music

Our school was filled with the sound of music as we
welcomed the BBC Philharmonic for an unforgettable day
of live performance and musical discovery. Thirty
professional musicians from one of the country's leading
orchestras visited our school to deliver an exciting and
interactive programme that captivated students from start
to finish. Through a wonderful selection of orchestral music,
pupils experienced the power and emotion of a live
performance.

Throughout the session, students had the opportunity to
engage with world-class musicians, learn about the
different instruments that make up a symphony orchestra,
and discover how each one contributes to creating such rich
and inspiring music. The interactive nature of the
programme encouraged curiosity, participation, and a
deeper appreciation of orchestral music. It was a truly
memorable experience that inspired and delighted
everyone involved. We are incredibly grateful to the BBC
Philharmonic for sharing their outstanding talent, expertise,
and passion for music with our school community.

Discovering Berlin

Thirty-nine students embarked on an unforgettable
historical tour of Berlin this July, exploring the city's
remarkable journey through some of the most significant
events of the 20th century.

Throughout the trip, students visited a range of iconic
landmarks that brought history to life, gaining a deeper
understanding of Germany during the Nazi era and the Cold
War. One of the highlights was the Berlin TV Tower, the
368-metre landmark built in East Berlin during the Soviet
era as a symbol of strength and progress. Standing proudly
above the city's skyline, it was once the tallest structure in
Europe and offered spectacular views across the German
capital.

Another memorable stop was the historic Berlin Olympic
Stadium, originally built for the 1936 Olympic Games under
the Nazi regime. While students thoroughly enjoyed
exploring this impressive venue, there was one small
disappointment—they narrowly missed seeing Bruno Mars,
who was performing there later that evening!

The group represented the school exceptionally well
throughout the trip, demonstrating excellent historical
knowledge, curiosity and respect at every site. For many,
the experience also included exciting firsts, such as
navigating Berlin's U-Bahn (underground railway), adding
another memorable dimension to an already fantastic visit.
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Exploring, Achieving, Growing

This year has been another outstanding one for the Duke of
Edinburgh's Award (DofE) at our school, with 355 students taking part
across all three award levels — 280 Year 9 students completing
Bronze, 55 Year 10 students undertaking Silver and 20 Year 12
students working towards Gold.

With the glorious weather providing the perfect backdrop, our final
Duke of Edinburgh Award expeditions of the year have been an
excellent success. This half term, our Silver and Gold participants put §
their skills, resilience and teamwork to the test in some of the UK's ¢
most stunning landscapes.

Our Silver students explored the beautiful Yorkshire Dales, while our
Gold participants took on the challenge of Snowdonia. Throughout
their expeditions, students navigated routes, carried everything they
needed for their journey, pitched tents, cooked meals and worked
together to overcome the inevitable challenges that come with life
outdoors. Along the way, they built confidence, supported one another
and created memories that they will cherish for years to come.

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award is about so much more than
completing an expedition. It encourages young people to step outside
their comfort zones, develop independence, build resilience and
discover what they are capable of achieving. The exceptional number
of students participating in the programme reflects the strength of
DofE at our school and the value our young people place on the
opportunities it provides.

We are incredibly proud of every student who has taken part this year
and of the personal development they have demonstrated throughout
their DofE journey. Their determination, perseverance and positive
attitude have been inspiring, and we look forward to celebrating their
achievements as they complete their awards.

Anderton Adventures

On the final week of the half term, our Year 8 students enjoyed an
unforgettable visit to the Anderton Centre, where they embraced
new experiences, challenged themselves, and created lasting
memories.

Throughout the day, students took part in a range of exciting outdoor
activities, including canoeing and assault courses. Whether
paddling together across the water or encouraging one another
through physical challenges, they demonstrated outstanding
teamwork, resilience, and determination.

The adventure day provided every student with the opportunity to
step outside their comfort zone, build confidence, and celebrate their
achievements while supporting their peers along the way. We're
incredibly proud of how our Year 8 students represented the school.
Their positive attitudes, enthusiasm, and willingness to take on
every challenge and succeed, made the day a fantastic success.
Well done, Year 8!
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